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The Prince replied to the summons and outlawry by
a long and somewhat oratorical piece, in which he shows
that it was null and void, as against all law and custom.
He says the very suspicion of heresy is now treated as
wiping out all services, and as proving all charges. The
monstrous acts of the new Council of Blood, the seizure
of Egmont and Horn, the abduction of his own son, and
the abrogation of contracts, laws, rights, and customs,
prove that the Duke of Alva is setting up, not the just
authority of the King, but a lawless, personal tyranny.
He throws back the summons in his face, and claims his
right as a magnate of the Empire to be judged by the
Emperor, the electors, and other chiefs. Thus, in the
sight of all men, did the Prince throw down the gage of
battle to the death (3rd March 1568).
In the following month was issued his Justification, an
elaborate document in nearly fifty pages, written, we are
told, by himself, which is not true of the Apology of 1581
and many other manifestoes bearing his name. He
had the assistance of the celebrated Protestant divine,
Languet, who probably supplied the theological common-
places and the mottoes from the Psalms :—
The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him.
But the Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn
him when he is judged (Ps. xxxvii.)
Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing : the Lord will abhor
the bloody and deceitful man. Lead me, 0 Lord, in thy
righteousness because of mine enemies (Ps. v.)
They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous,
and condemn the innocent blood. But the Lord is my
defence ; and my God is the rock of my refuge (Ps. xciv.)
The Justification opens with a historic review of the Wether-
lands, from the first introduction of the Edicts against the New

